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Spring 2010 Syllabus

Course No. MA 099
Course Name Elementary Algebra

3 Credit Hour

Textbook
Beginning Algebra with Applications, Houghton Mifflin Inc., Boston, 2008, 7th edition by Aufmann, Barker, and Lockwood.

Division of Vocational/Technical Studies
Instructor: Dawn J. Douglas
ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA
Spring 2009
Course Number:
MA 099
Time & Day:

T,Th  6:00-7:25 PM
Location:

Room  B3
Instructor:

Dawn J. Douglas
Phone:

 (785) 226-1264 (cell)
Email:


rejavanation@yahoo.com
Required 

Beginning Algebra with Applications, Houghton Mifflin Inc., Boston, 2008, 7th edition 

Materials:

by Aufmann, Barker, and Lockwood. Calculator, Graphing Paper, Ruler
 
Course Description:
 This course is designed for students with little or no high school algebra, or those who have appropriate math scores on the ACT and ASSET exams. Topics covered will include Number Systems, Solving Linear Equations, Applications of Linear Equations, Properties of Lines, Systems of Linear Equations, Polynomials, Factoring, and Radicals.
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or appropriate math scores on ACT and ASSET exams.
Method of Evaluation/Grading:  
Grade Breakdown:








Area

Percent



Scale

Homework
30%



90% < A 

Quizzes
10%



80% < B < 90%

Exams

45%



70% < C < 80%

Final Exam
15% 



60% < D < 70%

Total

100%



            F < 60%

*In order to progress to Intermediate Algebra a student should finish the semester with at least a C
assignment policy:  

Homework:  Homework is assigned for every class period.  Homework for the week will be the following week.  Late work will not be accepted. Homework assignments are based on the course sequence. You must show ALL your work. Late homework will be given ½ credit. Incomplete homework will be given a zero for the entire assignment. It is better to turn your homework in late but complete, instead of incomplete an on time. 
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given periodically.  The quiz will be given at the end of class and will cover the material discussed that day.  Missed quizzes cannot be made up.

Exams:  

Exam 1 – Chapter 1 and 2
Exam 2 – Chapter 3 and 4
Exam 3 – Chapter 5 and 6
Exam 4 – Chapter 7 and 8
Exam 5 – Chapter 9 – 10 and 11
Final exam – 40 problems, partial credit given for showing the steps needed to solve the problem.

If you know that you will not be able to take an exam on the assigned day arrangements should be made prior to the exam.  Otherwise a score of zero will be assigned for that exam.

In evaluating final grades your lowest exam score will be dropped and extra credit will be factored in exam scores. The maximum extra credit points that can be factored in a quiz is 3 points. The maximum credits that can be factored in an exam is 5 points. Quizzes cannot be made up.  Extra credit must be turned in prior to exam. Final exam must be taken. All students who do not take the final will be given a grade of F, no exceptions.
Academic Integrity
It is imperative that each student does his/her own work.  The following policy will apply to all students in class.

Infractions of academic integrity (honesty) shall include:

· Using another student’s work without giving the student credit for the work.  In other words, taking someone else’s file and placing your name on it and claiming it is yours, using another student’s quiz, or help on a quiz/exam.

· Giving another student your file(s) knowing that he/she intends to turn it in as his/her own creation, giving another student your quiz, or help on a quiz/exam.

It is not an infraction of the policy to help another student understand how to do an assignment if he/she does the work himself/herself with your assistance.

Cheating: 

“Cheating means getting unauthorized help on an assignment, quiz or examination.”

1. You must not receive from any other students or give to any other students any information, answers, or help during an exam.

2. You must not use unauthorized sources for answers during an exam.  You must not take notes or books to the exam when such aids are forbidden, and you must not refer to any book or notes while you are taking the exam unless the instructor indicates it is an “open book” exam.

3. You must not obtain exam questions illegally before an exam or tamper with an exam after it has been corrected.

Materials taken from “Academic Dishonesty in Our Classrooms.”  Instructional Exchange, 1990, 2 (2), 1-4 (Newsletter available from the Office of University Assessment and Intellectual Skills Program, Western Michigan University)

Plagiarism:
“Plagiarism” means submitting work as your own that is someone else’s.  For example, copying material from a book, the Internet, or another source without acknowledging that the words or ideas are someone else’s and not your own is plagiarism.  If you copy an author’s words exactly, treat the passage as a direct quotation and supply the appropriate citation.  If you use someone else’s ideas, even if you paraphrase the wording, appropriate credit should be given.  You have committed plagiarism if you purchase a term paper or submit a paper as your own that you did not write.
Penalties for Infractions:  Academic dishonesty such as cheating and plagiarism is a very serious offense and is grounds for disciplinary action.  The first offense will result in a minimum of a zero on that work.  A second offense will result in an F in the class

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Attendance will be taken each class due to financial aid requirements.  No points are given for attendance directly, but missing class has its own negative consequences.
Conduct:  See the student handbook for code of conduct.
Examination Policy:   All exams are closed book and closed note.  You may not have other students

assist you.
Instructor Assistance:  Students are welcome to seek out additional assistance from me by appointment since I do not have regular office hours.  You may also use my website, www.re-javanation.com to ask questions, review videos, and receive math helps and examples.
Tutor Assistance:

Besides coming to class and seeing me by appointment, I strongly urge you to use the Learning Resource Center.  A schedule should be posted near the beginning of the semester as to what tutors are available during what times.  I do make an effort to swing by the Resource Center frequently to see if anyone needs additional help.  The Learning Resource Center is located in building A.

Incomplete Policy:

Students will not be given an incomplete grade in the course without sound reason and documented as described in the Student Handbook.  The incomplete must be made up with the instructor assigning the incomplete and must be completed the semester immediately following the semester in which the class was taken.  Refer to the Student Handbook for a complete explanation.  
ACADEMIC COMPLAINTS: 

Cloud County Community College has an Academic Due Process Policy to address any student academic complaints.  For any unresolved complaints, the policy can be obtained from the Academic Affairs Office.
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS:  Students will demonstrate proficiency in mathematical skills.
A.  The student will extract, represent, analyze, and interpret data, draw correct conclusions from data, and present data and conclusions.

B.  The student will demonstrate applied mathematics in a career setting in at least one of the following ways: financially, scientifically, agriculturally, or technologically.

C.  The student will use appropriate technology to solve mathematical problems.
Department Goals:  Students who complete a mathematics class at Cloud County Community College should be able to:

1.  Demonstrate mathematical reasoning or analysis.

2.  Demonstrate mathematical knowledge.

3.  Manipulate mathematical expressions

COURSE GOALS (Student Learning Outcomes):   
I. Arithmetic and Algebraic Manipulation:  The student should be able to:

     A. Perform arithmetic operations on whole numbers, and evaluate exponential expressions involving whole 

          numbers.

     B. Perform arithmetic operations on fractions, as well as reduce fractions. 

     C. Use the order of operations in calculations.

     D. Express improper fractions as a mixed number, and perform arithmetic operations using mixed numbers..

     E. Perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division on decimal numbers. Be able to convert from 

          the fractional form of a number to its decimal form, and vice versa.

     F. Use ratios and proportions to solve applications. 

     G. Evaluate radicals, approximating those that are irrational.

     H. Simplify numeric radicals using the product and quotient rules.

II. Equations and Inequalities:  The student should be able to:

     A. Solve linear equations in one variable.

     B. Solve proportional equations.

     C. Solve linear inequalities in one variable, showing solutions on the real number line.

     D. Solve literal equations that do not require factoring.

     E. Solve quadratic equations by factoring.

     F. Develop and solve mathematical models including number, geometry, and percentage applications.

III. Graphs on a Coordinate Plane:  The student should be able to:

     A. Plot points correctly on a coordinate plane.

     B. Graph linear equations by plotting points.

     C. Graph linear equations using intercepts.

     D. Graph linear equations using the y-intercept and slope.

IV. Analysis of Equations and Graphs:  The students should be able to:

     A. Identify the x-intercept, y-intercept, and slope of a line given its graph.

     B. Identify the x-intercept, y-intercept, and slope of a line given its equation.

     C. Determine the equation of a line given its graph, its slope and y-intercept, or its slope and a point on the 

          line.

     D. Determine equations of both horizontal and vertical lines.

     E. Determine whether or not an equation is linear.

     F. Calculate the slope of a line passing through two given points.

ASSESSMENT of COURSE GOALS: All students enrolled at CCCC are evaluated in a number of ways.  This includes the use of testing, homework, performance, and related methods.  Students may also be involved in the ongoing assessment process to insure quality learning.  If you have questions about assessment please contact the instructor.

Accommodation for Disability:

If you need academic adjustments for any type of disability, contact your instructor and Les Hemphill in the Counseling and Advising on the Concordia campus at 1-800-729-5101.

Inclement Weather Policy:
In the winter months, weather conditions may cause the college to delay the start of the day or cancel classes all together.  In cases of a delayed start, students should report to the class that would normally be in session at the time of the start.  A two-hour delay means courses would begin at 10:00 am.  The students would go directly to their 9:30 classes.  These classes would end at 11:30, allowing the afternoon classes to resume the normal schedule.

The following radio and TV stations will be notified of any delays or cancellations:

KJCK 
1420 AM   and     94.5 FM 

KABI

1560 AM

KQLA 
103.5 FM   and     97.5 FM 

KMKF

101.5

KBLS 
102.5                                  

WIBW 
Channel 13

KSAJ 
98.5 FM                             

KSNT 

Channel 27

KYEZ
93.7 FM                            

KSALLink.com

KSAL
104.9 FM
and
1150 AM

Notification will also be placed on the internet at www.cancellations.com.  A text message will also be sent out on the Emergency Text Messaging System for the students who have signed up for it.

Students should contact their instructors or call the campus at 800-729-5101 or 785-238-8010 if they are unable to attend classes due to hazardous conditions.  

EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE:

When alarms are sounded or crisis conditions arise, you will be instructed to move to a designated safe area or to remain in the classroom until the crisis has passed.  If you are informed to leave the room, take as many of your personal belongings as time permits.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are only to be used once you arrive in the safe area outside the building.  The instructor or staff person is responsible for aiding students requiring special assistance.

Alert for tornado or bomb threat:  telephone intercom system or staff interruption of class.  All buildings are equipped with weather band radios.

Alert for fire: alarm will sound.

If directed to leave the classroom, evacuate to the designated safe area.  These locations, both inside and outside the building, are noted on the evacuation maps posted in each building.  Remain in these areas until cleared to leave.

